
DEVOTIONAL GUIDE



Our Finance

Grace Church Lake Highlands,

We hope that this devotional series will assist you in your walk with Jesus
over the summer months. Starting June 6th we will begin a series in
Genesis looking at the life of Joseph (Genesis 37-50). We believe this will
be a rich season for you and for our church as we look at Joseph's story
and unpack its implication for ours. This is meant to be a simple guide to
help you read, study, and reflect on the scriptures. 

Each week there will be three touch points before the Sunday sermon.
What day you do each touch point does not matter, as long as you focus
on the assigned scripture passage for that week. Here is the flow for
each week:

Day 1: Read the chapter.

Day 2: Read the chapter and answer a few questions designed to help
you dig deeper into the text.

Day 3: Read the chapter and answer a few questions designed to help
you study and apply what you are learning.

Following Sunday: Come to gathered worship on Sunday and hear the
sermon based on the passage you've been reading throughout the week. 



GENESIS 37:1-11MAY 31-JUNE 6 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  3 7 : 1 - 1 1

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.What kind of community did God promise to create through the family of
Abraham?

2. What connections does this passage have with Jacob's earlier life,
specifically with his brother Esau? (Genesis 25:19-28).

 
3. How do Joseph's dreams (vv.5-9) reveal God's plan for his life? 

1.How did each member of Joseph's family undermine community &
contribute to the dysfunction of the family? 

 
2. Joseph's dreams will turn out to be prophetic and accurate. Yet what do
we learn of Joseph here, early on? Does he display relational wisdom?

3. How have you felt broken community in either your family or your
church? What did you contribute to the dysfunction? 

 



GENESIS 37:12-36JUNE 7-13 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  3 7 : 1 2 - 3 6

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.In Genesis 12:12-36 we see a series of unexpected circumstances.
Though this chapter is marked by unexpected suffering, God's hand of
providence continues to guide, as we will see. How does the unexpected
strike:

Israel:

Joseph:

Reuben:

2. Notice that in 37:21-22. 26-32, Reuben tries to act as the firstborn,
responsible for Joseph and leader of the brothers. However, real leadership
has passed to Judah because of Reuben's sin (see 35:22). Watch for
Reuben's and Judah's roles in later chapters. 

 

1.What actions or events appear to be coincidences (vv. 13, 15, 17, 25, 36)?
Why is this significant? 

 
2. How have you seen God work in the small, seemingly insignificant details
of your life? 

3. How might you become more aware of God's presence and purpose in all
circumstances? 



GENESIS 38JUNE 14-20 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  3 8

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.In chapter 38, we see that the sin of the Canaanites infiltrates the family of
Israel through Judah. What compromise do you see by Judah and his family
here? (Look at 37:12-36 & chapter 38).

2. How did Judah deal treacherously with Tamar (vv.11,14)? What action did
Tamar take in response? 

 
3. Why do you think out of the many sons of Jacob this story regarding
Judah is highlighted? See Genesis 49:10-12 to help you. 

1.Why might Judah have moved away from his brothers (Gen. 37:26-27; 34-
35)? What were the consequences? 

2. How does the fallout of Judah's relocation remind us of the importance of
being connected to Christian community? 

 
3. Read Matthew 1:1-2. Why is the story of Judah & Tamar important
enough to interrupt the story of Joseph? 

In order to fully understand this story, its important to be aware that the
inheritance laws of the day dictated that if the oldest son died without
children (v. 7), the next son's duty was to ensure an heir on behalf of his
brother (v. 8). While this custom may seem bizarre and even revolting to us,
it was also the means by which a widow could avoid destitution in a culture
that granted women security and status through their children. 



GENESIS 39JUNE 21-27 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  3 9

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.How does Joseph respond to being sold as a slave (vv. 2-6)? 

2. Who is credited as the source of Joseph's ascension (vv.2-5)? Why is this
an important reminder? 

 
3. How does Joseph resist the temptation of Potiphar's wife (vv.8-12)? 

4. What are the parallels between Genesis 39:1-6 & Genesis 39:20-23? What
theme is being emphasized in the repitition? 

1.When you face trials and temptations, do you place your hope in changes
of circumstances or the promises of God's good purposes? 

2. Is there a time where you have experienced a form of suffering for doing
the right thing? 

 
3. What should motivate us to be righteous? What typically motives you
towards righteousness or good deeds? 



GENESIS 40JUNE 28-JULY 4 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 0

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.What does Joseph ask after he interprets the cupbearer's dream (v.14)?
What happens instead (v.23)? 

2. How did Joseph respond to prolonged suffering?
 

3. What attitudes towards his fellow prisoners and God does Joseph
display? (40:6-8)? 

1.Later God will rescue Joseph from his difficult circumstances. Does God's
steadfast love for his people mean that he will always change their
circumstances?

2. How does the death of Jesus confirm God's steadfast love for his people? 
 

3. Read Romans 5:3-5. How does the gospel make it possible for suffering
to produce hope, rather than hopelessness? 



GENESIS 41JULY 5-11 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 1

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.What message did God send Pharaoh through his dreams (vv.25-32)?

2. What strategy does Joseph suggest? How does Pharaoh respond? 
 

3. How does the execution of Joseph's plan give a foretaste of the promise
God made to Abraham? (Genesis 12:2-3). 

4. How did Joseph's elevation parallel his humbling? 

1.Despite suffering and yet unfulfilled dreams, Joseph remained confident in
God. Is this true for you? Or do you respond by drawing attention to your
unjust suffering and deserved recognition? 

2. Based on God's revelation, Joseph boldly proposed a plan to bless the
ruler and people of Egypt. Has God provided you with opportunities and
wisdom to bless others by making and suggesting plans? 

 
3. Joseph's life of painful preparation prepared him to extend life-giving
blessings. How has painful preparation prepared you to extend blessings to
others? 



GENESIS 42JULY 12-18 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 2

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.Describe the character qualities of the people in 42:1-38.

Jacob (see 42:1-5, 36-38)

Joseph (see 42:6-26)

Joseph's brothers (see 42:6-38)

2. What hand did God have in all of this? How does this passage highlight
God's activity in the reunion of the brothers? 

 

1.Joseph showed kindness to his brothers before full reconciliation
occurred. What kindness could you show to family or friends, whether or
not you are reconciled? 

2. In your relationships, are you willing to bear the cost of reunion,
forgiveness, and rebuilding of trust? 

 
3. Unlike Joseph, Jesus sought us out, despite our betrayal of the Father,
and bore the cost himself for our lack of love toward God and others. How
does this work of Jesus free us to extend forgiveness and express
repentance? 



GENESIS 43-45:15JULY 19-25 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 3 - 4 5 : 1 5

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.Describe each man's character and feelings from what he does in 43:1-34. 

2. What qualities do Joseph and his brothers show in 44:1-45:15? 
 

3. What does 45:5-11 say about God's hand in the events? 

4. How was the brothers' guilt revealed? What did the confrontation with
guilt reveal about the brothers? 

5. Read 45:4-8 carefully. How does Joseph interpret his many years of
affliction? 

1.How do we normally respond to the broken peace of our families,
churches, or communities? 

2. Jacob turned the good gifts of God's promise and his son into idols. What
good things are you tempted to turn into idols? 

 
3. Jesus offered himself as a substitute, both to save his people from their
guilt and to create a harmonious community. How does this story
demonstrate the connection between personal and relational renewal? Do
you tend to emphasize one of those elements at the expense of the other?
How and why? 



GENESIS 46:28-47:12JULY 26-AUGUST 1 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 6 : 2 8 - 4 8 : 2 2 .

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.In 47:1-12, Jacob's family settles in Goshen as shepherds in that land. God
had earlier promised Abraham, "in you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed" (Genesis 12:3). How does Jacob advance this prophecy as he
appears before Pharaoh?

2. How was Jacob's assessment of his life wrong? How was it accurate?
 

3. While Adam and Eve were commanded to "Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth" (Gen. 1:28), the Israelites "were fruitful and multiplied greatly
(Gen. 17:27)--but in Egypt, rather than in the Promised Land of Canaan! In
light of God's promise to bless all the families on the earth in Abraham's
offspring (Gen.12:3), how should we put together Israel's multiplying in
Egypt with God's desire to bring blessing to all nations? 

1.How did God treat Jacob. Joseph, and his brothers better than they
deserved? How has God treated you better than you have deserved?

2. What of your just 'desserts' have fallen on Jesus instead of you? What of
Jesus' just deserts do you enjoy now? What of his just deserts will you enjoy
in the future? 

3. What part of God's work in and through families is most encouraging to
you in your present stage of life? 

 



GENESIS 49:29-50:26AUGUST 2-8 //

D A Y  1  R E A D  G E N E S I S  4 9 : 2 8 - 5 0 : 2 6

D A Y  2  S T U D Y

D A Y  3  R E F L E C T

1.How would you define blessing? What is the significance of blessing in the
Bible? How does Scripture define blessing? 

 
2. With the death of Jacob, the focus shifts from the blessing of offspring to
the blessing of land. Amid the extensive mourning for Jacob, where is the
primary focus for his burial in Genesis 49:28-50:14? 

3. How are the promises of land and offspring fulfilled through Joseph in
50:22-26? How does this foreshadow what is to come? 

1.Joseph's brothers panic at the death of their father, fearing that Joseph
will lash out against them in revenge. How does an understanding of God's
providence help Joseph to deal with his brothers in 50:15-21? 

2. How did the deaths of Jacob and Joseph highlight their faith and point
forward to God's future salvation? 

 
3. What has been the focus of funeral services you've attended? Have the
funerals of Christians been different from the funerals of non-Christians? 

4. How has the overall story of Joseph and his family helped you understand
forgiveness and reconciliaiton? How has the story of this family helped you
understand the relevance of Jesus' life, death, and resurrection in your life? 



19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not
fear, for am I in the place of God? 20

As for you, you meant evil against
me, but God meant it for good, to
bring it about that many people
should be kept alive, as they are

today.
 

Genesis 50:19-20


